
Dear Spirit of Grace Congregation & Friends,                                 November 2017 

Does the logo to the right look familiar?  If you have one of the 

Thrivent t-shirts, then you have seen and probably worn this logo.  

Coincidentally, this is also the theme of the 2017 Generous Giving 

focus that begins this coming All Saints weekend.  For the next 

three weeks, our congregation will look at what it means to be 

called by God to “Live Generously.”   

It’s truly exciting to see how spiritual growth empowers generosi-

ty and increased giving when we know in our hearts and minds, 

and when we get that all our giving is in response to God’s amaz-

ing grace first given to us!  

Spirit of Grace Congregation & friends really responded with great generosity earlier this year; taking spiritual and fi-

nancial Leaps of Faith through study, prayer and providing giving commitments over a three 

year period to take care of each of God’s houses for the congregation & the community.  The 

new roof at the North Campus is a great tangible example of Leap of Faith dollars put into ac-

tion and so is the $25,000 directed to the 2017 Ministry Spending Plan which already made a 

different in Aug, Sept & October.    

Gap Update:  The financial gap between income and expenses is the lowest it has ever been 

for SoG!  – such significant progress as this is the result of increased faith, increased generosi-

ty, financial transparency and making the best management decisions with every dollar en-

trusted to SoG to be Christ’s People in Motion by Connecting, Serving and Growing!   The gap 

in 2017 hovers around $47,000.   

Did you know that most congregations balance their income and expenses?  While the financial gap at SoG is the low-

est it’s ever been, it is not sustainable; there isn’t supposed to be a gap.  How great it will be to announce when the gap 

is gone and financial balance, even growth, is underway!  There are congregations where generous giving even exceeds 

the ministry spending plan – that’s where we want to be; then as a congregation together we are truly making respon-

sive giving to God the priority in our lives.   

If you are considering making an increase in your giving – either by stepping up 1% or 2% or making a significant contri-

bution to get SoG toward financial balance and beyond, please prayerfully consider making that faith commitment this 

coming November.   On the weekend of Nov 18/19, together in worship, we will present our estimates of giving, or 

commitments of giving, in support of the vision and ministry to which we are called at Spirit of Grace Congregation.   

Communications over these upcoming weeks will provide articles from the Giving Magazine about generosity for your 

own reading, prayer and spiritual growth as well as identifying ministry vision ahead for 2018!  

We are blessed to be a blessing! 

Live Generously,  

SoG 2017 Stewardship Team, 

Sharon Burke, Stephen Minister & Volunteer Project Coordinator 

Elaine Waldrup, Council 

Pr. Rita Gardner Tweed, Lead Pastor, Spirit of Grace 








